
DRAMA GCSE



Why Should I Study Drama?

“How many times in a day are your 
opinions and life experiences reflected or 
challenged?

When was the last time you were 
encouraged to form and convey your own 
unique perspective to others, without 
simply stating the ‘right’ answer?

Drama is not just for self-expression but 
also critical analysis, and far more 
academically rigorous than presumed”

Frankie Richards – university of Cambridge



Why Should I Study Drama? Cont…

The study of Drama can help you develop transferable 
skills, which you can take into any career or job….

• Thinking on your feet

• Being fearless

• Learning when to share ideas and when to listen

• Focus

• Reacting and adapting

• Creativity 

• Confidence



What Will I Study?

• Live Theatre Performances

• Acting Skills

• Physical Skills & Vocal Skills

• Devising

• Published Plays and playwrights

• Script writing

• Context of Plays and Writer’s Intentions

• All design elements of Theatre:

 Costume design

 Lighting design

 Sound design

 Set design

 Props/Stage Furniture design



What Will Drama Lessons Be Like?
We will:

• Analyse play texts collaboratively through practical 
exploration.

• Watch digital theatre and/or visit the theatre to watch a live 
performance.

• Work in groups to devise a play from scratch.

• Record the process of devising in your own personal 
journal.

• Learn about all design elements in the theatre.

• Look at model sets taken from a professional set designer.

• Learn how to interpret script work and perform to a live 
audience.

• Have fun, express your views and build your confidence.

• There are also design options to replace all the performance 
aspects of the course if you prefer that side of theatre.



How Will I Be Assessed?
Component 1 – 40%
- Devising your own 20 minute play

- 10% performance

- 30% portfolio

Component 2 – 20%
- Performing two extracts from a published 
play and performing to a visiting examiner

Component 3 – 40%
- Exploring a play from POV of performer, 
director and designer

- Visiting the theatre and writing a review



What Does Work Look Like In Drama?



Live Theatre Visits



How Do I Find Out More Details?

• Speak to the subject lead: Rebecca Crossingham

• Email crossinghamr@wallingfordschool.com

• Speak to older students who are already taking 
the course


