Music

Why Should I Study Music?
• Transferable Skills - Music is a highly
academic subject in its own right, but it
actually benefits other subjects too. It
enhances learning skills, communication,
creativity, teamwork, discipline, cultural
awareness, respect for others, and selfesteem through personal accomplishment.
• Both employers and universities see
creative subjects as assets – particularly
Music as it’s considered one of the most
useful subjects for developing crosscurricular skills.
• Finally, and perhaps most importantly:
students are more likely to succeed and
achieve a higher grade if they study
something they are good at and enjoy!
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What Will I Study?
AQA GCSE Music
• Performing 30%
• Composing 30%
• Understanding Music 40%

• There is one exam – the rest
is coursework.

How Will I Be Assessed?
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AQA GCSE
• Composing and performing
– completed by end of
March in Year 11
• Listening paper – 1 hour
and 30 minutes sat in year
11

What current students say about Music
GCSE?
• Why did you choose Music? Sounded fun, I enjoy Music
• What do you enjoy most about Music? Composing, the ‘fiddle time’
(practical), the theory – it’s interesting
• What is homework like? Fun, it doesn’t feel like homework!
• What surprised you about the course? How much listening and
composing there is. Enjoying the theory bits.
• How does Music link to other subjects? Links to drama, maths and
science.
• Do you feel supported by your teacher? 100%, lots of feedback
• Would you recommend taking Music? Yes, definitely! But make sure
you have been playing your instrument for over 3 months!

What Does Work Look Like In Music?

FAQs
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

I don’t play an instrument, but I sing - is that ok?
I’m teaching myself - is that ok?
Do I have to have taken grades in my instrument?
To get a really good mark in performing, what standard piece should
I perform?
I’ve heard that Music is hard; composing is hard.
I don’t read Music because I’ve learnt my instrument by ear – does
that mean I will find it hard?
In the ensemble piece, can I perform with my friend who is in another
school?
Is GCSE like KS3 lessons?

How Do I Find Out More Details?
• Speak to the subject lead: Yvonne
Hammond

• Email
hammondy@wallingfordschool.com
• Speak to older students who are
already taking the course

